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Senators Gerratana and Welch, Representatives Johnson and Srinivasan, and members of the committee, 
thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of the Permanent Commission on the Status of 
Women (PCSW) regarding S.B. 63, AAC Grants from the Biomedical Research Trust Fund for Stroke 
Research, which would provide funding through the Biomedical Research Trust Fund to researchers 
investigating stroke. If the research is conducted in a gender-specific manner, passage of this proposal could 
benefit Connecticut women as stroke is a leading cause for death among Connecticut women. 
 
Impact on CT Women 

 
In Connecticut, the leading causes of death for women are heart disease, cancer, stroke and chronic 

lower respiratory diseases.1 These causes are consistent with the causes for death for men except that women 
have a higher rate of death from stroke than men (ranked 3rd for females and 5th for males).2  
 

 
 

                                                 
1 Connecticut Department of Public Health. The 2009 Connecticut Health Disparities Report, Appendix IX, p. 189. 
2 Ibid. 
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Gender, racial and ethnic disparities must be addressed by providing funding for gender specific research 
and treatment options. Healthcare for women should be gender appropriate, culturally competent, 
comprehensive and preventive, affordable and accessible, and confidential. We look forward to working with 
you to address this important issue. Thank you for your consideration. 


